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jecting the condition of non-violence. But, so long as it accepts
my services, it will have to accept non-violence and truth.

This time I have been content with a fast of five days. If,
however, the people refuse to take the warning, five days may
become fifteen and fifteen become fifty and I may even lose my
life.

I am writing this article on the third day of my fast1.
I am perfectly clear in my mind that the Hindus, the Muslims,
the Parsis, the Christians and the rest will get swaraj only by
following the path of non-violence and it is by following the same
path that they will serve the cause of the Khilafat and get justice
in regard to the Punjab. It was accepted at the Congress session
and in the Khilafat conferences. If, despite this, we give it up,
we shall be fighting not for our dharma, not for God, but for
adharma and for Satan,

We should not follow the bad example of others, not even
that of Gazi Mustafa Kamal Pasha. "If a short man runs with
a tall one he may not die, but he will certainly fall ill" is a
true saying. Even a wise man acts in accordance with his nature,
and so does the rest of the world. What, then, can one gain by
coercion ? I speak the truth when I say that India will never come
to rule an empire through physical strength. It is doing violence
to her nature to expect her to win anything through such
strength. By her very nature, India is a lover of peace. That is
why, whether she knows it or not, she has gone crazy over non-
violent non-co-operation based on truth. No one came forward
to follow the bad example of the mad men of Ahmedabad and
Viramgam. No one, likewise, will imitate the example of the
mad folk of Chauri Chaura. Such madness is not in India's nature,
it is only a disease. On the other hand, Mustafa Kamal Pasha
succeeded with his sword because there is strength in every nerve
of a Turk. The Turks have been fighters for centuries. The people
of India have followed the path of peace for thousands of years.
We shall not discuss at the moment which people did the better
thing. Both violence and non-violence have a place in the world.
The atman and the body, both succeed. Whether eventually the
atman wins or the body, this is not the occasion to consider. If we
wish to discuss it, we may do so after we have won swaraj. Let
us, at present, employ the easiest means to gain it. India's nature
cannot be changed in a moment. I am convinced that those who

1 Which commenced cm February, 12